
 

 

January Annual Meeting Draws a Full House 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

April 2013 Newsletter 

Our Bent's Fort Chapter began its 19th 
year with a great meeting at the John 
W. Rawlings Heritage Center in Las 
Animas on January 19th. Over 75 

members and guests shared a catered 
lunch and then heard Santa Fe Trail 
Association President Roger Slusher 

give a presentation 
on James Aull, a 
prominent mer-
chant and trader on 
the Santa Fe Trail 
during the 1830's. 
Roger lives in Lex-
ington, Missouri, 
the home of the 
Aull brothers, and 
has done extensive 
research on the 
Trail and the mer-
chants who used it. 

Following the presentation, members 
learned of 2013 plans and events. Ac-
tivities will include Trail marking days, 
service projects, tours along the Trail 
and related historic sites, presenta-
tions, and even an overnight trip to 

Taos. Details of the tours can be found 
in our January newsletter. (You can 
read this newsletter online by going to 
www.santafetrail.org, click on Chap-
ters, the Colorado chapter, and then 
click on our newspaper link.) 

One of the highlands of the day came 
with the presentation of the 2012 Mem-
ber of the Year Award which went to 
Pat Palmer, our President. During Pat's 
leadership our chapter has grown and 
prospered and is now the largest chap-
ter along the Santa Fe Trail. Probably it 
is also the most active one. 

Our chapter ended 2012 with 136 paid 
memberships. As of April 1, 2013, we 

have almost 120 renewals plus several 
new members. If you have not renewed 
your membership for 2013, please do 
so now so that you can continue to par-
ticipate in our chapter’s events and re-
ceive our newsletters. A membership 
form can be found on the last page of 
this newsletter. 
 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

 April 13: BFC annual 
clean-up day at 
Boggsville 

 May 18: Tour of his-
toric sites on PCMS 
(Note: this tour is full) 

 June 8: Tour of his-
toric sites on private 
ranches between La 
Junta and Trinidad 

 July 20: presentation 
on the Cherokee Trail 

Inside this issue… 

 Annual Meeting 

 Trail Marking 

 BFC Vests 

 79th Annual Santa Fe 
Trail Day in Las Animas 

 The Civil War in the Ar-
kansas Valley 

 Fort Lyon Preservation 
Update 

 Partnership for the Na-
tional Trail System News 

 BFC Meeting Minutes 

 SFTA News 

 Membership Form 
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Saturday May 
16th found 
members of 
the BFC along 
dusty roads in 
Otero County. 
Five more 
Santa Fe Trail 
crossing signs 
were added to 
sites along 
county roads 

24, 28, and at a site west of Timpas.  

Digging the holes and 
planting the signs is 
just the final stage of 
long process that in-
volves the National 
Park Service, Santa 
Fe Trail Association, 
and County Commis-
sioners. Official sign 
plans must be ap-
proved by the Park 
Service and local offi-
cials. Then, exact 
GPS coordinates must be used to be assured that the 
signs are placed exactly where the Trail crossed the 
land. Charlie Hutton is our chapter’s Trail Marking 
Chairman and he deserves a hand for all the work he 
does to get these projects done.  

Marking the Trail helps our chapter accomplish its mis-
sion of preserving, protecting, and promoting the his-
torical legacy of the Santa Fe Trail. It also helps us 
better understand where the Trail ran in our area. Of-
ten no ruts remain due to farming and ranching opera-
tions, dust storms, and erosion.  

We also place stone posts with Santa 
Fe Trail logos along the trail. During 
the past few years dozens of signs 
and posts have been planted in south-
eastern Colorado. These signs plus 
others placed by the Daughters of the 

American Revolu-
tion and Scenic 
Byways help visi-
tors to our area 
follow the Trail along the Moun-
tain Route in Colorado. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, April 13, starting at 9:00 AM, the Bent's 
Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association will be 
hosting a cleanup day at Boggsville in anticipation of 
the site’s opening for the 2013 season. 

Every spring we help get 
this historic site ready for 
the spring and summer 
tourist season. For 
Boggsville, this year’s 
opening coincides with 
“Santa Fe Trail Day” in 
Las Animas on Friday 
April 26, 2013. 

Cleaning supplies (i.e. 
window cleaner, paint and brushes, etc.) will be sup-
plied. Please bring rakes, brooms, and extra rags, etc. 
We will be cleaning in and around both the Boggs 
House and Prowers House, restrooms, etc. 

BFC President Pat Palmer will be supplying a ham, 
bean, and cornbread lunch and a dessert. Individuals 
are welcome to bring a salad or dessert. All table ser-
vice and drinks will be provided. 

Boggsville is one of the most historic sites in our area. 
It was home to Thomas Boggs, Kit Carson, John Prow-
ers, and many other well known persons.  Helping 
maintain this site helps preserves our local history. 
This year we will also be updated concerning recent 
important plans that will ensure the viability of Boggs-
ville in the future. 

Join us on Saturday. It’s always a fun day reconnect-
ing with folks you may not have seen in months. Catch 
up on the gossip, do a little work, and limber up those 
winter muscles. Questions?  Contact Richard Carrillo at 
(719) 384-8054 or cuartelejo@centurytel.net. 

Santa Fe Trail Crossing Signs Installed in Otero County 

Work crew at the end of the day Work crew digging the first hole 

Making sure the posts are level 

Boggsville Clean Up Day is April 13th 

tel:%28719%29%20384-8054
mailto:cuartelejo@centurytel.net
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What’s unique about the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter of the 
SFTA – our new vests! The 
new Chapter vests show off 
our Chapter logo embroi-
dered on one side of the vest 
and the SFTA patch on the 
other side.  You can also 
personalize the vest with 
your name embroidered 
above the Chapter logo. 

The Wrangler vests come in 
sizes small, medium, large, X-large and XX-large.  
The completed vest will include an embroidered BFC 
logo on one side with the SFTA patch on the opposite 
side.  You will also be able to have your name em-
broidered over the BFC logo.  

See Pat Palmer or Dotti Russell at upcoming events 
to see a sample vest, try them on for size, and place 
your order.   

Once we reach twenty requests the Chapter will 
place an order for the vests with Big R and then send 
them to the embroiderer (DO NOT buy your vest di-
rectly from Big R).  The price of the completed vest is 
$45. 

A big thank you goes out to Big R of Lamar and JS 
Graphics of Granada for their help in making the vest 
project a reality. 

If you have any questions or to place a request for a 
vest, contact Dotti Russell at letsgoRV@bresnan.net 
or call 719-336-2213.  Payment will be required at the 
time the order is placed for the vests with Big R. 

BFC Vests Now Available 

The oldest Student 
Council Sponsored 
event in the United 
States is “Santa Fe 
Trail Day” in Las Ani-
mas. This year the 
event marks its 79th 
anniversary with a weekend packed with activities. 

The event kicks off at 8:00 am on the 26th in the 
high school gymnasium with the selection of the 
Queen. Booths and games also open at 8:00 at the 
high school and also downtown at 6th and Carson 
Streets. 

A parade commences at 12 noon followed by art 
shows, square dancing, dinners, and a dance at the 

high school. Saturday and Sunday events include a 
gold tournament, a rodeo, fishing derby, art shows, 
and a horseshoe pitching contest. 

For a complete schedule 
of events and to get ven-
dor booth information, call 
(719) 456-0452 

Las Animas Santa Fe Trail Day: April 26-28, 2013 

 
Save the Date...Bent on Birding May 3-5, 2013 

 
Bent on Birding will return on May 3, 4 & 5. There will be a dinner Friday 
night May 3 & a Boggsville BBQ Saturday May 4. Birding along petroglyphs 
on a private ranch will also be an event scheduled on this weekend. For 
more details, go to http://bentcounty.org/2013/03/bent-on-birding-2/ 

mailto:letsgoRV@bresnan.net
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(Fort Lyon has been in the news recently as the 
State of Colorado debates what use, if any, this his-
toric place might have. On Page 7, we have reprinted 
an article from Colorado Preservation giving more 
information about the current issues affecting this 
site. 

Jeff Campbell is a historian 
who has researched the Civil 
War and Military Forts and 
Posts in our area. He has 
written 7 previous articles on 
these subjects and continues 
the articles here.) 
 

Before we go on, I think a few words about forts 
(United States Army posts), Bent’s New Fort [BNF] 
and Fort Lyon would be appropriate, since during the 
Civil War, 1861-65 there was only one on this section 
of the Santa Fe Trail in Colorado Territory. 
 
First, Ft. Wise, (Ft. Lyon I) (1860-67) was an United 
States military post and it was a “fort.” The post in-
cluded BNF, a private trading post, leased (not pur-
chased) from William Bent on Sept. 9, 1860, which 
became known as the post Commissary on the bluff 
known as “Commissary Hill.” Many western military 
posts were built on leased ground, like Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, which moved six times during its history and 
was occupied through lease agreements from people 
like the Magoffins and Harts. 
 
One great miscon-
ception about forts in 
the West is that they 
were replicas of 
Boonesborough (KY), 
Fort Necessity (PA), 
and the “Fort 
Apache” play set 
popular in the 1950s and ‘60s. This incorrect image 
of the log palisaded western fort was fostered by Hol-
lywood fiction, comics, television and most is/was 
terribly contrived. 
 
The U. S. Army posts west of the Mississippi gener-
ally were open affairs. Not having wall fortifications, 
battlements, or stockades didn’t make them any less 

a “fort.” Usually the frontier post was a quadrangle of 
barracks, guardhouse, armory, quartermaster, post 
adjutant & provost marshal, and an “officer’s row” all 
facing inward to a “parade ground” large enough for 
assembling several units of infantry, cavalry & artil-
lery. Good examples are seen today at forts Scott & 
Riley, KS, Garland, CO, Davis & Bliss, TX, and Lara-
mie, WY. [Ft. Davis will always be my favorite.] This 
was the fort’s core, in the center of which was a flag-
staff or mast, like that of a ship. 

Outside the core, adjacent buildings included, the 
sutler’s store, corrals, hospital, latrines, cemetery, 
sometimes the (powder) magazine, chapels, laun-
dries and laundress quarters, bakeries, mess halls, 
blacksmith and wagon shops and other civilian struc-
tures like stage and freight offices or stations. Well 
beyond those then the post dump, gardens, a place 
(preferably opposite the prevailing wind) where straw 
and manure from the animal’s corrals were dumped 
after the stables and corrals were cleaned.  

On the opposite side of the fort, there would be 
stacks & bins of fresh forage, grain, hay and straw 
used for stables. Stage companies also maintained 
forage for their animals. Although, not by our hygi-
enic standards, “stinking” or rotting items were car-
ried regularly downwind and downstream a good dis-
tance away from the fort. 

Today, we often forget how important the care, feed-
ing, watering, rest & exercise of animals were. It was 
not a joke that the animals’ care came before the rid-
ers & drivers and everyone was required to pitch in. 
Each cavalry company would care for its own riding 
and draft horses or mules.  
 
(Continued on Page 5) 

The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory 
Part VIII: Forts and Military Posts, by Jeff C. Campbell 
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The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory 
 Part VIII: Forts and Military Posts...Continued 

John Hopper 

As well, the unit’s horses would be matched colors like 
sorrel, bay, grey, dun, roan, etc. for quick identification 
and unit integrity in the field. 
Few western forts built fortifications. Although they al-
lowed for wagons and military units to pass through, 
they were very very rarely attacked or raided. This had 
to do in part because Indians weren’t stupid. Most at-
tacks, no matter what tribe, were made when the warri-
ors had the numerical & tactical advantage against their 
enemy. Two to one in an ambush might work, like at 
Apache Pass (1862) AZ or a ten to one advantage like 
counter-attack at the Little Big Horn (1876) MT or in 
their tactics at La Cieneguilla (1854) NM. 

Basic Indian tactics included the raid, ambuscade, guer-
illa-style hit & run and the use of topography & the ele-
ment of surprise. Attacking Ft. Lyon would have been 
absurd since, in its 7-year existence, there were usually 
200 or more men on duty in the garrison (the fort’s com-
pliment of soldiers) with guards on posts, patrols and 
escorts out checking the country & trails within 40 miles, 
plus dozens of civilians coming and going. There were 
easier targets of opportunity for what the tribes wanted, 
primarily horses & mules. Plains Indians rarely stole 
cattle, because, as George Bent explained, they really 
didn’t like the taste of beef. Since the Upper Arkansas 
Indian Agency was housed there, attacking the fort 
would have been like “biting the hand ...” 

During the Civil War, U. S. Army commands attempted 
to have some western posts build defensive fortifica-
tions. In 1864, MG Samuel Curtis ordered 
“blockhouses” built along the overland routes at posts in 
KS, NE & CO as places of refuge for travelers and set-
tlers. At Ft. Lyon, the main post was in low ground 
about 400 yards west of BNF on high ground, which 
was defensible (a ready built blockhouse). In 1865, 
earthworks & ditches were thrown up on BNF’s East, 
West & North perimeters with redoubts or bastions at 
the NE & NW corners for artillery pieces. Other “works” 
on the SE corner were mandated to cover a route from 
the bluff to the river for access to water. 
Sandstone slabs may have covered the exterior of 
those earthworks or ramparts with parapets on top. Af-
ter MAJ Wynkoop returned to Ft. Lyon in Jan. 1865 he 
supervised construction of works around BNF or the 
commissary, quartermaster and supply depot also form-
ing an emergency corral. Much of the usable stone and 
wood was taken from the site sometime after about 
1876, so the glacís or stone covering of the earthworks 
are gone. 
 

Between 1861 & 1865, earthworks were also built at 
places like forts Union and Craig in NM Territory as pro-
tection against Confederate cannons. Those “star forts” 
are extant and can be seen in aerial photographs. Their 
purpose was to protect or “bomb-proof” munitions and 
powder. The works at BNF or Commissary weren’t built 
to withstand artillery since the anticipated “enemy” car-
ried small arms, arrows and spears. 

For sources, contact Jeff Campbell. Most information 
comes from official records of the Civil War [OR], U. S. 
Army records, National Archives [NARA], Dept. of the 
Interior & Bureau of Indian Affairs, U. S. officer’s and 
cavalry manuals, as well as contemporary newspapers 
reminiscences & diaries. I’ll be glad to share citations if 
you’re interested. Email me at kiowalone@yahoo.com 
 

PART IX: Bent’s New Fort – Ft. Lyon 
Timeline: 1849 – 1861  

 
Apparently, there is still some confusion about Bent’s 
New Fort [BNF], Bent’s Trading Post at Big Timbers, Ft. 
Wise and Ft. Lyon and the two forts’ relationship to the 
Civil War. Hopefully, Part VIII and this installment will 
alleviate some of the misconceptions and give readers 
a chronology they can keep & call upon to put things in 
order. 
1849: William Bent abandons & destroys part of the 
“old” adobe fort. 
1849-1853: William Bent operates a log trading post at 
the Big Timbers 
1853: Bent's New Fort 
built of rock quarried 
nearby. An irregular 
quadrangle with a long 
axis running somewhat 
north and south. 

1854: John W. Whit-
field, Indian agent to 
Southern Arapahoes & 
Cheyennes with HQ at 
BNF. Cholera epidemic along Santa Fe Trail. 
By 1855, the Arkansas Valley was almost abandoned 
from the St. Charles to Greenhorn to Hardscrabble. 
Autobee’s placita, a few Rio Huerfano settlers and the 
Bents down at the new stone fort at Big Timbers & at 
the mouth of the Purgatoire was about all until 1858. 
[PHG] Lt. Francis T. Bryan, Topographical Engineers, 
U. S. A., surveyed wagon road from Ft. Riley, Smoky 
Hill R. to BNF. Route constructed in 1856. 
(Continued on Page 6) 

mailto:kiowalone@yahoo.com
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Bent’s New Fort – Ft. Lyon Timeline: 1849 – 1861, Continued 

1856: Robert Miller Agent for Upper Arkansas 
Agency. John W. Prowers, 18, his clerk. 

June 16, 1857: MAJ John 
Sedgwick’s column, 1st U. 
S. Cav., goes into camp 
about 2 mi. east of BNF on 
the Arkansas R. Arapa-
hoes camped on the south 
side of river visit Sedgwick. 
5,000 buffalo hides were 
available at the fort. 

August 18: COL E. V. Sumner’s & 3 companies went 
into camp just east of BNF. Sumner ordered Agent 
Miller to destroy annuity powder, lead & flints for dis-
tribution, which were thrown into the Arkansas R. 

1858 - Augustus Voorhees: June 28, Bent’s New Fort 
“... is built of sand stone ... with 13 [rooms] inside ... 
Coverd with timber and gravle, ...” 

Daniel Kellogg: Oct. 16, “... reached Bent’s [New] 
Fort, ... built of rock and stands on a point overlooking 
the river; a large camp of Cheyennes is near by. ... 
Bent would stand in the gate-way of the fort for hours 
at a time oblivious to his surroundings, stolid as an 
Indian.” 

Dec. 17: Report of Wm. Bent, Bent’s [New] Fort, 
Kans. Terr., Clerk, John Prowers. 

1859: John C. Dawson’s cattle drive from Indian Terr. 
passes BNF. June 15, Charles C. Post: “... went for-
ward to Bent’s [New] Fort. ... 
a very good fort built of stone 
laid in clay mortar, ... on a 
high rocky bluff ...” Summer: 
William Bent replaces Miller 
as Indian Agt. for Upper Ar-
kansas.  

1860, April 27: William Bent's 
appointment as Agent for Up-
per Ark. Agency, confirmed. 

Julia S. Lambert: “... 
third day of July, 1860, 
... reached Bent's Fort, 
built on the north side of 
the Arkansas on a high, 
rocky bluff, overlooking 
the river, ...  a large 

stone, ...building, ...  roof was of logs [vigas], ... with 
small poles [latillas] ... covered with from ten to twelve 
inches of earth.”  

July 6, 1860: MAJ John Sedgwick’s column 1st U. S. 

Cav. march up the Arkansas. With  instructions from 
HQs, Dept. of the West, St. Louis,... “A military post 
will be established at, or in the vicinity of the Big Tim-
bers, Upper Arkansas, to be known as Fort Wise, and 
garrisoned by four companies of mounted troops, and 
two companies of Infantry...” 

August 29: Fort Wise, Kansas Terr., estab. Early 
Sept.: Construction of fort begins. 
Sept. 5: Post office established at Ft. Wise  
Sept. 8: Indian Commissioner, A. B. Greenwood’s 
party arrives at BNF.  
Sept. 9: Date of federal rental lease of BNF. Articles 
of Agreement. 

Sept. 18: Black Kettle, White Antelope, others arrive 
at BNF to meet & negotiate treaty with Greenwood. 
Bent resigns as Indian Agent. Sept. 20: Greenwood 
departs. 

Feb. 1861: Albert Gallatin Boone, grandson of Daniel 
Boone, arrives at newly constructed Fort Wise, KS 
Terr., to take post as Indian Agent for the Upper Ar-
kansas, reportedly w/ copy of;  

February 18: TREATY OF FORT WISE, KANSAS 
TERRITORY WITH THE ARAPAHO AND CHEY-
ENNE. 12 Stat. 1163, Ratified August 6, 1861, Pro-
claimed December 1861. Signed by: Albert "A. G." 
Gallatin Boone, U. S. Indian Agent and Commis-
sioner. Arapahoes: Little Raven, Storm, Shave-Head, 
Big Mouth [Left Hand, Niwot, not present.] Chey-
ennes: [6 of the 44 Chiefs signed] Black Kettle, White 
Antelope, Lean Bear, Little Wolf, Tall Bear, Left Hand 
the Cheyenne (Namos) 
Witnesses: MAJ John Sedgwick, LT Robert Ransom, 
Jr., 1LT J.E.B. Stuart, 1st U. S. Cav. 

February 28: Colorado a Territory. 36th U. S. Con-
gress passes "An Act to provide a temporary Govern-
ment for the Territory of Colorado. ... by President 
James Buchanan. 
[For sources, contact Jeff Campbell. There’re too 
many sources for inclusion here. Most information 
comes from official records of the Civil War [OR], U. 
S. Army records, National Archives [NARA], Dept. of 
the Interior and Bureau of Indian Affairs, as well as 
contemporary newspapers. I’ll be glad to share cita-
tions if you’re interested. Email any requests kio-
walone@yahoo.com. Military abbreviations: 
MG=Major General, BG=Brigadier General, 
COL=Colonel, LTC=Lieutenant Colonel, MAJ=Major, 
CPT=Captain, 1LT=1st Lieutenant, 2LT=2nd Lieuten-
ant, SGT=Sergeant, Pvt.=Private.] 

mailto:kiowalone@yahoo.com
mailto:kiowalone@yahoo.com
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(The following article is being reprinted with permis-

sion from the Preservation Colorado website.) 

Since 1997, Colorado Preservation, Inc. has pro-

duced an annual Colorado’s Most Endangered Places 

List to build awareness of, and assistance for, histori-

cally significant places within the state that are in dan-

ger of being lost. Of the 96 sites that have been 

named to the List since its inception, 32 have been 

designated as Saved, 41 are In Progress, 18 remain 

in Alert and 5 have been Lost. 

Five diverse, but very significant, sites were selected 

this year that need special help. Demolition, neglect, 

natural forces, land value fluctuation, and unsympa-

thetic owners are the forces that typically threaten his-

toric buildings and significantly increase the danger to 

the unique places that link us to Colorado’s past. 

These are the special places that define our commu-

nities and form the foundation for our collective iden-

tity as Coloradans in the future. Colorado Preserva-

tion, Inc. devotes staff time and resources to raise 

funds and rally concerned citizens so that Listed sites 

can be Saved. 

Fort Lyon was among 

the sites Listed, a 

comprehensive list of 

Listed sites can be 

found at, http://

coloradopreserva-

tion.org/programs/

endangered-places/. 

 

Fort Lyon is located along the Historic Santa Fe Trail, 

at a location where historically the Arkansas River 

had a pronounced bend, about one mile west of 

Bent’s Fort. Fort Lyon was completed by the Army in 

1867, with the period of significance extending to 

1956. This was about 30 years after the founding of 

the major international commercial artery which con-

nected the United States with Santa Fe, Mexico’s 

northernmost trade center. Due to the subsequent 

construction of the John Martin dam, dike, and reser-

voir, the visual relationship of the Fort to the river has 

been lost. However, the dike does bend around the 

site in a configuration reminiscent of the historic river 

bend. 

Old Fort Lyon was notable as the staging post used 

by Colonel John Chivington in 1864 as he led an at-

tack by the Third Colorado Cavalry and other forces 

on friendly Chey-

enne and Arap-

aho camps that 

became known 

as the Sand 

Creek Massacre. 

Key organizing 

elements of the 

site are the cen-

tral Parade Ground, the Gate Road, Northeast (or 

Cemetery) Road, and the Arkansas River. The his-

toric district is a 327 acre parcel, and the Character-

defining features of the historic district as a whole are 

the: Main Entrance, Parade Ground, Officer’s Row, 

Medical and Admin-

istrative Buildings 

(on the Parade 

Ground), Residential 

Areas, Utility Area, 

Wastewater Treat-

ment Area, Recrea-

tional Facilities, West Farm, Road System, Agricul-

tural and Irrigation Components. 

The history of Fort Lyon can be separated into 3 peri-

ods beginning with the Army Period (1868-1888) 

when the Fort was laid out in the tradition of a late 

nineteenth-century 

western military 

fort. Next was the 

Navy Period (1907

-1922) when the 

Fort was used as 

a tuberculosis 

treatment facility, 

then the Early VA Period (1922-1956) when the Fort 

was maintained as a tuberculosis treatment facility, 

and later changed to be a residential care facility for 

veterans with neuro-psychiatric needs. 

During the Navy Period the abandoned post was re-

developed as a hospital for tubercular sailors and ma-

rines, and according the National Register Historic 

District Nomination, “the most significant period in 

Fort Lyon’s history.”  

(Continued on Page 8) 

Colorado Preservation Adds Fort Lyon to List of Endanged Historic Places 

http://coloradopreservation.org/programs/endangered-places/
http://coloradopreservation.org/programs/endangered-places/
http://coloradopreservation.org/programs/endangered-places/
http://coloradopreservation.org/programs/endangered-places/
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 Colorado Preservation Adds Fort Lyon to List of Endanged Historic Places...continued 

This is when the long-term shift to a health-care fo-

cus began and came to fulfillment. During this time, 

the facility was expanded and became an important 

element in a national system of naval medical care. 

The early VA period marks a second period of signifi-

cance in the history of Fort Lyon. There were several 

phases encompassed during this period including:  

the continuation of tuberculosis treatment on a 

broader military scale, and the replacement of that 

program with a neuro-psychiatric treatment program. 

In addition, the facility took on a shape that con-

formed to a national model of Veterans’ Administra-

tion hospital complexes, while maintaining the core 

layout. 

Though the Army Period at Fort Lyon marks the ear-

liest period of significance it is ranked as the third. 

The Army first established a post at the site in 1867, 

and occupied the site for 22 years. Interestingly, the 

“New” Fort Lyon was the second post of the name in 

the Arkansas Valley, the first one, founded in 1860, 

having been flooded beyond recovery in the spring of 

1867. 

The Fort is an important part of the area’s early his-

tory and demonstrative of the opening up of the 

West. The Colorado Department of Corrections has 

vacated the entire facility and the Fort’s future is un-

certain. Ideally, a new owner and use will be found 

for the facility that highlights the importance of the 

site and maintains the overall integrity and historical 

significance of the entire Fort Lyons complex. Cur-

rently, lawmakers are considering a proposal from 

the governor to use the former prison as a voluntary 

treatment center for the chronically homeless, espe-

cially veterans. 

To learn more about the efforts of Colorado Preser-

vation, Inc. and the Colorado’s Most Endangered 

Places Program visit our website, 

www.coloradopreservation.org. 

(At this time, Colorado Governor Hickenlooper strongly 

supports House Bill HB 13-1261 which recommends that 

Fort Lyon be re-purposed as a transitional residential 

treatment center for homeless veterans. This bill is now 

working its way through the legislative process. Its pas-

sage is not certain. If funds are not appropriated, than the 

site will be mothballed, which means that no maintenance 

will be done. Only a skeleton security staff would be 

funded. If you’re a Colorado resident, please contact your 

elected representatives to voice your support for this bill. 

Not only will it help preserve a national historic site, it will 

also help homeless persons. And, it will bring much 

needed employment to residents in the area who have a 

long history of compassionate caring for those in need.) 

What’s Your Time Worth? 

Every year the Partnership for the National Trails 
System counts the volunteer hours spent working to 
preserve, protect, and promote our na-
tional historic and scenic trails. The Santa 
Fe Trail Association is part of this Part-
nership group. So are many of the other 
historic trails, such as the Old Spanish 
Trail  Association and the Oregon-
California Trail Association. A total of 27 
trail associations are included. 

The Partnership has released its 2011 
figures, the most recent year for which data is avail-
able. During this year, it estimates volunteers contrib-
uted a total of 1,141,866 hours of time which had an 
estimated value of $24,390,258.00. Financial contri-
butions amounted to an additional $8,714,610.00 
which means that volunteers contributed a total of 

$33,104,868.00 supporting our national historic trails. 

The Santa Fe Trail Association estimates 
that its members contributed 74,047 hours 
which had as estimated value of 
$1,581,644. Additional financial contribu-
tions amounted to $207,426 for a grand to-
tal of $1,789,070. 

Who were the largest contributors? The Ap-
palachian Trail Conservancy led in both 
categories. It contributed 230,575 volunteer 

hours. It also led the list with the most financial dona-
tions, $4,320,000. 

Whenever our Bent’s Fort Chapter marks a trail, 
plans a tour, puts together a presentation, we are 
contributing to this total. We’re part of a vast national 
network of volunteers who preserve our trails. 

http://www.coloradopreservation.org
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 
2013 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

January 19, 2013 
 
Presentation: Roger Slusher, SFTA President, presented a wonderful first-person talk on James Aull and the Santa Fe Trail 
 
I. Call to Order—Pat Palmer, President, called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm 
II. Introduction of Guests—Pat Palmer introduced special guests for the day 
 a. Roger Slusher, SFTA President 
 b. Joanne VanCoevern—SFTA Manager 
 c. SFTA Board Members Present including: 
  i Jeff Trotman, Wagon Bed Springs President and SFTA Marking & Mapping Chairperson 
  ii Ruth Friesen, SFTA Wagon Tracks Editor 
 d. Guests/Visitors—Pat asked all who were Bent’s Fort Chapter meeting “first-timers” to stand and all received a      
     warm welcome. 
III.  Minutes—La Donna Hutton, Secretary, read the following minutes:  
 a. November 10, 2012—minutes were approved as read 
 b. 2013 Planning Meeting—Minutes were highlighted and approved as read 
IV.   Treasurer’s Report—Emery Murray, Treasurer, reported a current balance of $6,895.00 
 a. Chapter Business 
  i. 2013 Tours, Speakers, Dates, and Leaders’ Reports 
   1. January 19, 2013—Annual Meeting, Roger Slusher, SFTA President 
   2. February 16, 2013—No meeting 
   3. March 16, 2013—Trail Marking and visit Delbert Jones Farm Days Event. Charlie Hutton  
            and Pat Palmer noted that along with planting a sign or two members might want to attend  
           the Delbert Jones Farm Days in La Junta. 
   4. April 20, 2013—Boggsville Clean-up Days—rescheduled to April 13, 2013. Richard Carrillo  
           will organize the day. 
   5. May 18, 2013—Pinion Canyon Maneuver Site Tour—Dottie Russell reported that she has  
            been in contact with Wayne Thomas of PCMS. She displayed a map of the areas that we  
            will be able to visit and read a list of possible historic and scenic sites for the tour. She re 
            ported that the tour will be limited to only 10 vehicles and 30 total people. She will be taking  
            reservations after she has more definite details. 
   6. June 3, 2012—Wamego Kids Day Picnic—Pat Palmer reported that the Bent’s Fort Chapter  
            will again host a barbecue for the Wamego Kids in Lamar. Any volunteers will be most wel- 
            come to help with this barbecue. 
   7. June 8, 2013—Edgar Ranch & Hwy 350 Tour—Kevin Lindahl reported that he has been in  
           contact with Becky Edgar-Goodwin and has been establishing a list of possible tour sites.  
           He will be organizing this tour. 
   8. July 20, 2013—Lee Whiteley Cherokee Trail Presentation—Rod Podszus reported that he  
            has confirmed this presentation. It was suggested that the presentation be held at the   
            Rawlings Museum in Las Animas. 
   9. August 17, 2013—Pueblo Area Tour—Ron Dulle reported that he has some tour sites con- 
           firmed and that we will be visiting sites and learning new things about the Pueblo area. 
   10. September 14 or 21, 2013—Trail Marking—Charlie Hutton reported that we will be placing  
              some SFT Crossing signs somewhere. 
   11. September 26-29, 2013—SFTA Symposium, Ulysses, KS—Jeff Trotman of the Wagon  
               Bed Springs Chapter, host chapter for the Symposium, spoke of the activities, speakers,  
               and lodging  for the upcoming Symposium. He encouraged everyone to make lodging   
                             reservations soon. 
   12. October 19, 2013—Bent’s New Fort Wayside Exhibit Dedication—Joanne VanCoevern,  
               SFTA Manager, reported that the design for the panels has been approved and will be  
           fabricated in time for the dedication. This activity may need to be rescheduled. 
   13. November 16-17, 2013—Taos Area Overnight Tour—LaDonna Hutton stated that plans  
                will be made to see several sites and that those arrangements will be announced at a   
                            later date. 
   14. December 2013—Planning Meeting for 2014 

b. Officer Elections—Don Overmyer, Nominating Chairman, made a motion for a Consensus vote on the following Slate of 
Officers. Motion was made, seconded, and passed. 

  i. Slate of Officers: Election of the following Officers 
   1. President, Pat Palmer 
   2. Vice-President, Marcia Will-Clifton 
   3. Secretary, LaDonna Hutton 
   4. Treasurer, Emery Murray 
   5. Historian, Ed Stafford       



10 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter Meeting Notes...continued 

 b. Officer Elections...continued 
  ii. Committee Chairs: Pat Palmer announced the appointment of the following committee chairs: 
   1. Hospitality Chairs—Don and Kitty Overmyer 
   2. Education Committee Chairman—Richard Carrillo 
   3. Membership Committee Chairman—Kathy Wootten 
   4. Nominating Committee Chairman—Don Overmyer 
   5. Publications Committee Chairman—Rod Podszus 
   6. Trail Preservation—Kevin Lindahl 
   7. Trail Marking Committee Chairman—Charlie Hutton 
   8. Budget Committee Chairman—Emery Murray 
 c. Committee Reports 
  i. Hospitality Chairs—Don and Kitty Overmyer provided a nice sign-in table with name tags and information. 
  ii. Education Committee—Richard Carrillo reported that he had attended the National Historic Registry Conference       

     in Denver. He stated that the Kansas Santa Fe Trail nomination was approved. 
  iii. Membership Committee—Kathy Wootten reported that the Bent’s Fort Chapter membership at the end of 2012    

     was 136 individual and family memberships. When considering the family memberships, she stated that         
     there are approximately 176 total memberships. Kathy told of the membership benefits in the Bent’s Fort       
     Chapter, the Santa Fe Trail Association, and also in other area historic organizations. She distributed       
     membership envelopes to all members. 

  iv. Nominating—Don Overmyer had no additional report. 
  v.  Publications Committee—Rod Podszus reminded membership that the last two years of BFC newsletters       

      are now posted on the SFTA website. He reminded membership to let him know whether they want the news-      
      letter via email or snail mail. An emailed newsletter saves the chapter about $1.50 each. 

  vi. Trail Preservation—Kevin Lindahl stated that he had been in contact with the Las Animas County Land Use Officer 
      who has approved the placement of SFTA crossing signs there. 

  vii. Budget—Emery Murray stated that his computer is down and that he was unable to present the 2013           
      Budget. He will present it at the next meeting. 

 d. New Activities/Information 
  i. Front Range Pipeline—Kevin Lindahl reported that he has been in contact with the Front Range Pipeline people. This 

    natural gas pipeline will actually cross the Santa Fe Trail in three locations: the Mountain  Branch, the Cimarron Cutoff, 
    and the Granada Fort Union Military Freight Road. It will be the SFTA’s responsibility to assist with the location of the 
    trail. More information will be forthcoming. 

  ii.Geocaching—Kevin Lindahl reported on the new and exciting Santa Fe Trail project. There will be at least three geo    
    cache locations per chapter and a geocache tour will be developed. 

  iii. 2015 Fur Trader’s Encampment at Bent’s Old Fort—LaDonna Hutton and Alexa Roberts reported on the ongoing    
     planning process. The Bent’s Fort Chapter will partner with BOFHS in hosting this activity. 

  iv. High Plains Snow Goose Festival—Pat Palmer promoted this activity that “Celebrates Birding and the          
      Heritage of Southeast Colorado” and will take place February 21-24, 2013. 

 e. Fund Raising 
  i. Hats—Pat Palmer reported that there are 20 hats remaining to be sold. 
  ii. Vests—Dotti Russell reported on her investigation into vests for BFC members. She had Shirley Pampus and Pat    

     Palmer Model their embellished Wrangler vests. She asked how many members would be interested in obtaining a 
     vest and approximately 12 people were interested. She will try to have vests available for sizing and ordering at the 
     next meeting. 

 f. Other Business 
  i. Placemats—Pat Palmer encouraged members to take some SFTA Placemats from either Pat or Greg VanCoevern    

    following the meeting. 
  ii. Patronage Cards—Rod Podszus distributed 1,000 new cards for members to give out when they patronize or visit  

    local businesses. 
iii. Permanent Name Tags—Rod Podszus asked members if there might be an interest in obtaining permanent name tags. He will 

look into the costs and logistics of providing permanent name tags for BFC members. 
  iv. Other—Sandra Doe, Wagon Tracks Poetry Editor, requested members to submit SFTA poems. She         

      presented an idea of having the Wamego Kids write poems about their SFTA Trek. 
 g. Member of the Year—LaDonna Hutton presented Pat Palmer with the well-deserved 2012 BFC Member of the Year           

Award which he graciously accepted. 
 h. Adjournment—Motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
LaDonna Hutton, Secretary 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2013 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-9016 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@rural-com.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Santa Fe Trail Association News 

SFTA Officers, Board members, Chapter Presidents, and 
Committee Chairpersons will meet at the NRA Center in 
Whittington, NM, in April 2013 to discuss a number of items 
vital to the association, including: 

 Discussion of and formal approval of a 10 year Strate-
gic Plan that will give direction to SFTA until 2023. This 
plan is done every 10 years and has been discussed 
and revised at length during the past year. 

 Consideration of a Marketing Plan that will focus on 
increasing membership and volunteerism within SFTA. 
A large part of this discussion focuses on creating a 
series of DVD’s that tell the story of the Trail. The goal 

is to increase membership by 200 members during the 
next two years and to gain 20 more volunteers to serve 
in leadership roles. 

 Discussion and approval of a plan to do oral interviews 
of living persons who have had significant impacts on 
SFTA during the past 25 years. Ruth Friesen, Wagon 
Tracks editor, will head up this project.  

 The association will also learn more about work being 
done by the Partnership for the National Trails Assoc.  

 Kevin Lindahl will present information about the new 
Geocaching program SFTA is introducing in April at the 
National Trails Conference in Arizona. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


